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 Thank you, [March for Life President] 
Nellie [Gray], for your tireless energy 
and devotion to the prolife cause. 
 
We first met 30 years ago at the March 
for Life and I am proud that thousands 
of Knights of Columbus have 
volunteered to help stage this march 
over the years. 
 
We have followed your example.  We 
help organize Marches for Life all 
across North America - at the West 
Coast March for Life three days ago in 
San Francisco, in Mexico City last fall, 
and in the Canadian capital of Ottawa 
each May. 
 
We gather here today at the beginning 
of another election year, a year in which 
almost all of the candidates promise 
"change."  But we have been coming to 
Washington for 35 years asking for 
change - asking to change Roe v. 
Wade.   
 
Thirty-five years ago, the Supreme 
Court imposed a change on our nation 
that is at odds with our history, our 
Constitution and our humanity.  And it is 

time to change Roe v. Wade. 
Abortion is wrong because abortion 
hurts everyone. 
 
It takes the life of the innocent unborn 
child. 
 
It victimizes the mother and the father. 
 
It compromises doctors and nurses. 
 
It undermines respect for judges. 
 
It implicates the taxpayer who pays for 
it. 
 
It coarsens the society that tolerates it. 
 
No woman should feel that she must 
have an abortion.   
 
We can find a better way.  
 
We can build a culture of life.   
 
We can give hope to every woman and 
every child.   
 
 Today I see thousands of helping 

(Continued on page 5) 

                  Remarks by Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson at the 2008  
March for Life 

                  Washington, DC - January 22, 2008 
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Assem-
bly Num-
ber Name Location 

Fraternal 
Survey 
 Received 
by District 
Master 

Donation to 
District 
Master’s 
Fund 

0784 Fr Ambrose Glen Ullin  X 

0785 Fr. DeSmet Mandan   

0786 John F Kennedy Rugby X  

0787 Msgr J.J. Raith Minot X  

0788 Cardinal Muench Fargo X X 

0790 Msgr G. P. Aberly Dickinson   

0791 J.P. Wagner Bismarck X X 

0792 Fr. M Jaeger Devils Lake X  

0793 Jamestown Jamestown X  

0794 Wahpeton Wahpeton   

0795 Fr J. Hylden Grafton   

0796 Msgr Wiederholt Langdon  X 

1323 Msgr Adrieux Bottineau   

1324 Lidgerwood Lidgerwood X X 

1549 Msgr O’Neill Anamosa   

1578 Bishop Provincher Grand Forks   

1640 Fr G. Borski Regent/Leffor   

1814 Msgr J Selder Strasburg   

1821 J.J. Holloran Williston X X 

1936 Fr. G. A. Belcourt Belcourt   

2884 St Therese of Lisieux Hillsboro   

The following is a summary of the forms status of the assemblies. 

Please submit the required Fraternal Survey as soon as possible.  This report was due 
at the Supreme office, The Vice Supreme Master and the District Master by January 
31st.  If you have submitted this report to the Supreme Council, and it is not indicated 
above, please send or e-mail a copy to the District Master.   Information from this re-
port is used to support the Knights of Columbus status as a Charitable Organization. 

Status of Assembly forms 
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SUICIDE PREVENTION HOTLINE IS WORKING 
TO HELP SAVE THE LIVES OF VETERANS 

 
 
          On a hot August night, a Vietnam 
veteran with a history of post traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) found out his wife 
was leaving him. This was the last straw. 
He had a gun and a plan to kill himself. 
 
          As a last resort, he called VA’s newly 
established around-the-clock Suicide Pre-
vention Hotline. He told the counselor that 
he was severely distressed. Although the 
veteran declined the counselor’s offer to 
provide immediate 911 services, the coun-
selor convinced him to leave his gun behind 
and drive to the nearby VA hospital.  
 

 VA health care providers met him at 
the emergency room door, escorted him 
through the system and admitted him for in-
tensive mental health services. He is now 
safe and receiving treatment. The local Sui-
cide Prevention Coordinator (SPC) is fol-
lowing his care and maintaining contact 
with him. 
           
          Several hundred similar stories with 
successful outcomes have taken place 
since the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs’ (VA) set up its 24-hour, seven-days-a-
week Suicide Prevention Hotline, 1-800-
273-TALK (8255), in late July.  
 

 Dr. Janet Kemp, VA’s national sui-
cide prevention coordinator who also is as-
sociate director for education and training at 
the mental health Center of Excellence at 
Canandaigua, NY, said the Hotline has re-
ceived more than 1,000 calls from veterans 
since it became operational. 

 
The Canandaigua-based Hotline 

counselors who take the calls are profes-
sionally trained in crisis intervention in order 
to deal with any and all situations. They 
have referred over 300 veterans to local 
suicide prevention coordinators or mental 

health professionals for further counseling 
and treatment.  Several callers received 
emergency rescue services or urgent refer-
rals to their VA’s for immediate care. 

 
“This is quite literally a life and death 

situation for many of those who call, and we 
have already made a difference in a num-
ber of veterans’ lives,” Kemp said.   
 
           Calls sometimes come from rela-
tives, such as the wife of a veteran who 
served two tours in Vietnam and had a his-
tory of psychological admissions for PTSD.  
The wife was especially concerned be-
cause the veteran had recently been hospi-
talized and his father had committed sui-
cide.  

 
A Hotline counselor provided her 

with immediate support and encourage-
ment. The veteran received a call the next 
day from the suicide prevention coordinator 
and was referred to mental health counsel-
ors at VA. His wife called the Hotline coun-
selors back afterward to thank them for 
“saving his life.” 

 
Some calls have come from veterans 

of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and Op-
eration Enduring Freedom (OEF). The aunt 
of an Iraqi war veteran called, saying she 
feared her 28-year-old nephew might hurt 
himself.  The veteran initially declined to 
talk to Hotline counselors, but the suicide 
prevention coordinator called the next day 
and convinced him to come in for an 
evaluation.  

 
The coordinator met him at the door 

and walked him through the emergency 
room and triage area. The veteran also was 
evaluated at the OIF-OEF walk-in clinic. He 
was enrolled for primary care at the com-
munity-based outpatient clinic that is closer 
to his home, and is being monitored. The 
veteran expressed his gratitude and said 
VA had “passed the test.” 
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In light of the recent appeals court rul-
ing in California, with respect to the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the following 
recollection from Senator John 
McCain is very appropriate:  
 
"The Pledge of Allegiance" - by Sena-
tor John McCain  
 
As you may know, I spent five and one 
half years as a prisoner of war during 
the Vietnam War. In the early years of 
our imprisonment, the NVA kept us in 
solitary confinement  two or three to a 
cell. In 1971 the NVA moved us from 
these conditions of isolation into large 
rooms with as many as 30 to 40 men 
to a room.   
 
This was, as you can imagine, a won-
derful change and was a direct result 
of the efforts of millions of Americans 
on behalf of a few hundred POWs 
10,000 miles from home.   
 
One of the men who moved into my 
room was a young man named Mike 
Christian. 
 
Mike came from a small town near 
Selma, Alabama He didn't wear a pair 
of shoes until he was 13 years old. At 

17, he enlisted in the US Navy. He 
later earned a commission by going 
to Officer Training School. Then he 
became a Naval Flight Officer and was 
shot down and captured in 1967. Mike 
had a keen and deep appreciation of 
the opportunities this country and our 
military provide for people who want 
to work and w ant to succeed.  
 
As part of the change in treatment, the 
Vietnamese allowed some prisoners 
to receive packages from home. In 
some of these packages were hand-
kerchiefs, scarves and other items of 
clothing. 
 
Mike got himself a bamboo needle. 
Over a period of a couple of months, 
he created an American flag and 
sewed on the inside of his shirt. 
 
Every afternoon, before we had a bowl 
of soup, we would hang Mike's shirt 
on the wall of the cell and say the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
I know the Pledge of Allegiance may 
not seem the most important part of 
our day now, but I can assure you that 
in that stark cell it was indeed the 

(Continued on page 5) 

John McCain's remarks about the Pledge of Allegianc e! 

I  am printing this, not an endorse-
ment of John McCain, but rather an 
endorsement of what he has to say 
about the Flag of our Country and the 
Pledge of Allegiance  to that flag.  
 Read well these words and reflect on 
them  
  
Jerry Schempp 
District Master North Dakota  
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(Continued from page 4) 

most important and meaningful event. 
 
One day the Vietnamese searched our 
cell, as they did periodically, and dis-
covered Mike's shirt with the flag sewn 
inside, and removed it. 
 
That evening they returned, opened the 
door of the cell, and for the benefit of 
all of us, beat Mike Christian severely 
for the next couple of hours Then, they 
opened the door of the cell and threw h 
im in. We cleaned him up as well as we 
could. 
 
The cell in which we lived had a con-
crete slab in the middle on which we 
slept. Four naked light bulbs hung in 
each corner of the room. 
 
As I said, we tried to clean up Mike as 
well as we could. After the excitement 
died down, I looked in the corner of the 
room, and sitting there beneath that 
dim light bulb with a piece of red cloth, 
another shirt and his bamboo needle, 
was my friend, Mike Christian. He was 

sitting there with his eyes almost shut 
from the beating he had received, mak-
ing another American flag. He was not 
making the flag because it made Mike 
Christian feel better. He was making 
that flag because he knew how impor-
tant it was to us to be able to Pledge 
our allegiance to our flag and country.  
 
So the next time you say the Pledge of 
Allegiance, you must never forget the 
sacrifice and courage that thousands 
of Americans have made to build our 
nation and promote freedom around 
the world. 
 
You must remember our duty, our 
honor, and our country 
 
"I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
republic for which it stands, one na-
tion under God , indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all."  
 
PASS THIS ON... And on... And on!  It’s 
worth reading.  

(Continued from page 1) 

hands ready to make this hope a reality 
and I know there are millions more. 
 
Together we can bring change.   
 
Together we can build a new culture of 

life in our hearts, in our homes, and in our 
laws.    
  
We can build a society in which every 
woman and child can find the support 
and care they deserve.  

Degree Schedule 
Exemplification of the Fourth Degree is scheduled for the following Assemblies. 
This is the FINAL listing for this Fraternal year. 

           Location                  Date ____________ 
           Devils Lake              March 29, 2008 
           Fargo                       April 5, 2008 
           Williston                   April 12, 2008 
           Minot                        May 3, 2008 
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Sir Knight Ted Aume, PGK, a member 
of J.P. Wagner Assembly number 791 in 
Bismarck has been appointed to the of-
fice of District Secretary. 
 
In this office, SK Ted will assist in regis-
tration at Fourth Degree Exemplifica-
tions, assist with Degree work, provide 
secretarial duties at District Meetings 
and, along with the District Marshall 
(Mike Welder) assist or conduct installa-

tion of Officers at the Assembly level. 
 
The functions and duties of this office 
will be as designated by the District 
Master. 
 
I want to thank Sir Knight Ted for ac-
cepting this position, and look forward to 
having him meet the Officers and Mem-
bers of the Assemblies in the State of 
North Dakota 

Appointment of District Officer  

On November 3rd, 2007, a class of nine 
was exemplified to the Fourth Degree. 
 
New Sir Knights are: 
Andrew Prociw, Belfield; Jeremiah Wag-
ner, South Heart; Jarred Wagner, South 
Heart; Joshua Wagner, South Heart; Bro. 
Aelird Reid OSB, Beach; Monte Sticha, 
Dickinson; Ronald Diede, Dickinson and 
Fr. James Shea, Killdeer. 

Enclosed with the newsletter that is addressed to a Faithful Navigator is copies of the 
De Smit Province Preliminary Draft of the Color Corps Handbook.   
 
I am enclosing two copies.  One is for the Faithful Navigator, and should be passed on 
to future Faithful Navigators.  The second copy is for the Assembly Color Corps Com-
mander.  This handbook should be used as a definitive guide  for Assembly Color 
Corps activities.   
 
Keep in mind that the Faithful Navigator is responsible for Color Corps/Honor Guards 
within his Assembly, and the District Master has the responsibility for ALL Color Corps/
Honor Guard activities within the District. 
 
If additional copies of this handbook are required, please request them via letter to the 
District Master. 

Special enclosure for Faithful Navigators: 


